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Coast Guard, DHS § 155.5061 

§ 155.5052 Response plan development 
and evaluation criteria for nontank 
vessels carrying group V petroleum 
oil. 

Owners or operators of nontank ves-
sels that carry group V petroleum oil 
as fuel or cargo must meet the require-
ments of 33 CFR 155.1052. 

§ 155.5055 Training. 
(a) For nontank vessels with an oil 

capacity of 250 barrels or greater— 
(1) A vessel response plan (VRP) sub-

mitted to meet the requirements of 
§ 155.5035 must identify the training to 
be provided to persons having respon-
sibilities under the VRP, including 
members of the vessel crew, the quali-
fied individual, and the spill manage-
ment team. The training program must 
differentiate between that training 
provided to vessel personnel and that 
training provided to shore-based per-
sonnel. Appendix C of this part pro-
vides additional guidance regarding 
training; and 

(2) A vessel owner or operator must 
comply with the vessel response plan 
training requirements of 33 CFR 
155.1055. 

(b) For nontank vessels with an oil 
capacity of less than 250 barrels, a ves-
sel owner or operator must comply 
with the VRP training requirements of 
paragraph (a) of this section or the Al-
ternative Training and Exercise Pro-
gram requirements of § 155.5061. 

§ 155.5060 Exercises. 
(a) For nontank vessels with an oil 

capacity of 250 barrels or greater— 
(1) A vessel owner or operator re-

quired by § 155.5035 to have a vessel re-
sponse plan (VRP) must conduct exer-
cises as necessary to ensure that the 
VRP will function in an emergency. 
Vessel owners or operators must in-
clude both announced and unan-
nounced exercises; and 

(2) A vessel owner or operator must 
comply with the VRP exercise require-
ments of 33 CFR 155.1060. 

(b) For nontank vessels with an oil 
capacity of less than 250 barrels, a ves-
sel owner or operator must comply 
with the VRP exercise requirements of 
paragraph (a) of this section or the Al-
ternative Training and Exercise Pro-
gram requirements of § 155.5061. 

§ 155.5061 Alternative Training and 
Exercise Program. 

(a) Owners or operators of nontank 
vessels with an oil capacity of less than 
250 barrels, in lieu of the training and 
exercise requirements of §§ 155.5055 and 
155.5060, may meet an Alternative 
Training and Exercise Program that 
has been approved by the Commandant 
(CG–CVC) for meeting the require-
ments of this section. 

(b) Vessel owners or operators must 
make available to the Coast Guard, 
upon request, any information related 
to implementation of an approved Al-
ternative Training and Exercise Pro-
gram. 

(c) For approval of an Alternative 
Training and Exercise Program the 
vessel owners or operators must submit 
to the Commandant (CG–CVC) for re-
view and approval: The Alternative 
Training and Exercise Program and the 
following information to assess the 
adequacy of the proposed Alternative 
Training and Exercise Program— 

(1) A list of the vessels to which the 
Alternative Training and Exercise Pro-
gram is intended to apply; 

(2) An explanation of how the Alter-
native Training and Exercise Program 
addresses the requirements of 33 CFR 
155.1055(b) through (f) and 33 CFR 
155.1060; and 

(3) An explanation of how vessel own-
ers or operators must implement the 
Alternative Training and Exercise Pro-
gram in its entirety, including per-
forming verification of implementa-
tion. 

(d) Amendments to the Alternative 
Training and Exercise Program ap-
proved under this section may be initi-
ated by the submitter of an Alternative 
Training and Exercise Program. 

(e) Approval of the Alternative 
Training and Exercise Program is re-
quired before a vessel may receive a 
nontank vessel response plan approval 
letter. 

(f) The Commandant (CG–CVC) will 
examine each submission for compli-
ance with this section and— 

(1) If the submission meets all the re-
quirements, the Coast Guard will con-
sider the training and exercise program 
requirements under this section to be 
satisfactory; or 
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(2) If the Coast Guard determines 
that the submission does not meet all 
of the requirements, the submitter will 
be notified of the deficiencies. The sub-
mitter may then resubmit a revised re-
quest within the time period specified. 

§ 155.5062 Inspection and maintenance 
of response resources. 

The owner or operator of a nontank 
vessel required to submit a vessel re-
sponse plan under this part must com-
ply with the response resource inspec-
tion and maintenance requirements of 
33 CFR 155.1062. 

§ 155.5065 Procedures for plan submis-
sion and approval. 

(a) An owner or operator of a 
nontank vessel, to which this subpart 
applies, must submit one complete 
English language copy of a vessel re-
sponse plan (VRP) to Commandant 
(CG–CVC), Office of Commercial Vessel 
Compliance, U.S. Coast Guard, 2100 2nd 
St. SW. Stop 7581, Washington, DC 
20593–7581, Attn: Vessel Response Plan 
Review Team. The VRP must be sub-
mitted at least 60 days before the ves-
sel intends to operate upon the navi-
gable waters of the United States. 

(b) The owner or operator of a 
nontank vessel must include a state-
ment certifying that the VRP meets 
the applicable requirements of this 
subpart and the requirements of sub-
parts D, E, F, and G, if applicable. The 
vessel owner or operator must also in-
clude a statement certifying that the 
vessel owner or operator has ensured 
the availability of, through contract or 
other approved means, the necessary 
private response resources to respond, 
to the maximum extent practicable, to 
a worst case discharge or substantial 
threat of such a discharge from their 
vessel as required under this subpart. 
VRPs should be submitted electroni-
cally by using the Vessel Response 
Plan Electronic Submission Tool avail-
able at https://homeport.uscg.mil/ 
vrpexpress. If vessel owners or operators 
submit VRPs in paper format, CG 
Form ‘‘Application for Approval/Revi-
sion of Vessel Pollution Response 
Plans’’ (CG–6083) located at: http:// 
www.uscg.mil/forms/CG/CGl6083.pdf 
meets the requirement for a VRP cer-

tification statement as required by this 
paragraph. 

(c) If the Coast Guard determines 
that the VRP meets all requirements 
of this subpart, the Coast Guard will 
notify the vessel owner or operator 
with an approval letter. The VRP will 
be valid for a period of 5 years from the 
date of approval, conditional upon sat-
isfactory annual updates. 

(d) If the Coast Guard reviews the 
VRP and determines that it does not 
meet all of the requirements of this 
subpart, the Coast Guard will notify 
the vessel owner or operator of the 
VRP deficiencies. The vessel owner or 
operator must then resubmit a copy of 
the revised VRP or corrected portions 
of the VRP, within the time period 
specified in the written notice provided 
by the Coast Guard. 

§ 155.5067 Alternative planning cri-
teria. 

(a) When the owner or operator of a 
nontank vessel believes that national 
planning criteria contained elsewhere 
in this part are inappropriate for the 
areas in which the vessel intends to op-
erate, the vessel owner or operator 
may submit an alternative planning 
criteria request to the Coast Guard. Al-
ternative planning criteria requests 
must be submitted 90 days before the 
vessel intends to operate under the pro-
posed alternative, or as soon as is prac-
ticable. The alternative planning cri-
teria request must be endorsed by the 
Captain of the Port (COTP) with juris-
diction over the geographic area(s) af-
fected before being considered by Com-
mandant (CG–CVC), Office of Commer-
cial Vessel Compliance, for the review 
and approval of the respective vessel 
response plan (VRP). In any case, the 
request must be received by Com-
mandant (CG–CVC) with an endorse-
ment by the respective COTP no later 
than 21 days before the vessel intends 
to operate under the alternative plan-
ning criteria. 

(b) The alternative planning criteria 
request should detail all elements of 
the VRP where deviations from the re-
quirements in this subpart are being 
proposed or have not been met. Re-
sponse equipment, techniques, or pro-
cedures identified in the alternative 
planning criteria request should be 
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